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    Planning Commission of Pine City, Minnesota 
Minutes of Regular Meeting: 24 May 2016 

 
 
 
 
Commissioners: Bombard, Christopherson, Fossum, Jahnz, Ovick, Scholin 
City Staff / Officials: Cammilleri, Johnson 
Absent: D’Aigle, Pederson, Sauter, Skluzacek, student representative LeBrun 
 
 
Christopherson called the meeting to order at 6:30pm, with the Pledge of Allegiance. He administered the Oath of Office to Chris 

Fossum, who was recently appointed to fill out the term of Dan Rydberg. He also posthumously presented an award to 
Rydberg, for his many years of service. Members of Dan’s family accepted the plaque. Minutes of the April 26th meeting were 
approved as written, on a motion by Ovick, seconded by Bombard. 

 
 
 
Public Hearing on Novak Minor Subdivision Proposal: Charlie Novak has applied for a Minor Subdivision of Betty Novak’s land at 

450 Chadwood Lane SW. The current parcel (tax ID 42.0182.000) is 11.97 acres, and is located in an A-O district. The proposed 
subdivision would create Parcel A, irregularly shaped and apx. 4.5 acres, and leave the remaining apx. 7.71 acres, containing 
the original buildings. The proposed Parcel A includes a more than 500 ft x 10 ft strip along the south property line for 
provision of road frontage. 

 
The public hearing was called to order at 6:33pm, to take public input on this proposal. Johnson explained the proposal, 
including the surveyed plat, showing the proposed new parcels. He has not received any public comment prior to the 
meeting. Staff have prepared a draft Resolution P16-11. Johnson explained that there is some question about the width of the 
drive, and whether it should be allowed to be that narrow. Scholin stated that he does not believe the plan as presented meets 
the intent of the Ordinance, particularly in preserving the possibility of further development. There was also a concern raised 
about the surface. Johnson stated that the proposed gravel may raise an issue. There were no more comments from the public. 
The public hearing was closed at 6:43pm.  
 

Consideration of Novak Minor Subdivision Proposal: There was some discussion of tabling this for more information. There were 
more concerns raised about what may occur on this property in the future. Other issues raised were utilities, safety and fire 
code, drainage, etc. Following brief additional discussion, Ovick made a motion recommending this subdivision be tabled to allow 
more discussion and possibly some changes to be proposed by next meeting. Jahnz seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
Public Hearing on Drellack Interim Use Permit Request: Shirley Drellack of 1110 Third Ave SW has applied for an Interim Use Permit 

to allow the development of an accessory structure on her property (tax ID 42.0210.000) without prior development of a 
principal use. This property is in the floodplain. 

 
The Public Hearing was called to order at 6:51pm, to take public input on this proposal. Johnson explained the proposal and 
the possible City actions on this. Staff have prepared a draft Resolution P16-12 for the Commission’s use, should it recommend 
approval. The draft resolution would limit the proposed structure to five years, unless a principal structure is constructed. 
Drellack was present to explain her proposal. She is not planning to build a house on the property, due to health issues. She 
would just like to store personal property for now.  
 
Dennis Johnson, a neighboring property owner, stated that he would not like to have this development happen, but he would 
tolerate it, if the junk vehicles and dead trees are taken care of. Drellack said that other parcels in the area have blight as well, 
which will make it difficult for her to sell her property. She also stated that she would be okay with three years for the IUP, 
and will tear the building down by then. She said she will get the blight issues taken care of. There being no further comments, 
Christopherson closed the hearing at 7:02pm.  

 
Consideration of Drellack IUP Request: Ovick said that he liked the three-year idea, but would like to make sure the other blight 

issues are addressed. Following brief discussion, Ovick made a motion to adopt Resolution P16-12, recommending that the Council 
approve this IUP, but modified to reflect a three-year term. Jahnz seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
Foster PUD Request and Area Plan: After the Commission’s last meeting, Thomas Foster has provided further information on his 

development plans for his property at 420 Second Ave NE. Cammilleri explained the area plan in its current state and a bit 
about how this will move forward. Thomas Foster was present to explain his proposal, and answer any questions. Cammilleri 
reviewed which items have been received. He also explained staff concerns, particularly on roadway requirements for 
emergency vehicles. There may be issues with road width, both on and off this parcel, which staff would like more time to 
examine. Foster explained that he would take some time to work with staff during the Developer’s Agreement phase of 
planning.  
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A neighbor expressed her concern with traffic issues being increased by six additional living units in that area. Drainage issues 
need to be addressed during the next phase as well. Foster stated that there is no additional lighting planned for the roadways, 
and displayed some possible colors for the homes.  

 
 
 With no further discussion, Ovick made a motion to adopt Resolution P16-07, recommending that the Council approve the Area Plan 

and the PUD, as well as the Final Plan, with the draft conditions. Jahnz seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
 
 
City Council Feedback: Scholin reported that the Council had approved the City Subdivision, the Pine County CUP, the modifications 

to the MDO, and the Innovative Basement Systems Site Plan, as recommended at the Commission’s April meeting. 
 
 
There being no further business, Christopherson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:52pm. 


