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Pine City - Municipal Regulations and Licenses
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Municipal Regulations and Licenses

SECTION 525:  ANIMAL CONTROL
525.01 - GENERAL

525.02 - WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS

525.03 - DOGS

525.04 - CATS

525.05 - COMMERCIAL KENNELS

550.00 - CHICKENS
560.00 - KEEPING OF BEES

525.01  GENERAL
525.01.01. Care; abuse; abandonment.

a) No owner of an animal shall fail to provide such animal with sufficient good and wholesome food and water, proper shelter and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering, and the owner shall provide humane care and treatment.

b)  No person shall beat, cruelly treat, torment, overload, overwork or otherwise abuse any animal or cause or permit any dogfight, cockfight, bullfight or other combat between animals or between animals and humans.

c)  No owner of an animal shall abandon such animal.

525.01.02. Steel-jawed spring traps.

The setting of steel-jawed spring traps which could catch the foot or leg of an animal is hereby prohibited in the city, except for mouse and rat traps set in homes or buildings by the owners or occupants of the homes or buildings.

525.01.03. Quarantine of animal having bitten person; destruction of rabid animals.

a) Any dog or other animal that has bitten a person and caused an abrasion or puncture of the skin shall immediately be quarantined for a minimum of ten days. Such an animal shall be confined at a veterinary hospital or at the owner's home in such a manner that it does not escape or come in contact with other people or animals. When the dog or animal is quarantined as stated in this subsection, it shall be at the owner's expense. A quarantine report must be completed by the local animal control agency. A stray animal that has bitten a person shall be quarantined through the local animal control agency. 

b) No animal suspected of being rapid shall be killed by anyone until after the animal has been placed in quarantine and the diagnosis of rabies made.

525.02  WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS

525.02.01 Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Wild animal and exotic animal mean any mammal, amphibian, reptile or bird which is of a species not usually domesticated and of a species which, due to size, wild nature or other characteristic, is dangerous to humans. The terms "wild animal" and "exotic animal" include animals and birds, the keeping of which is licensed by the state or federal government, such as wolves, raptors and pheasants. By way of example and not of limitation, the terms "wild animal" and "exotic animal" includes snakes, eagles, ocelots, jaguars, cougars, weasels, ferrets, badgers, monkeys, chimpanzees, deer and bison. The terms "wild animal" and "exotic animal" also includes crossbreeds such as the cross between dogs and coyotes and dogs and wolves.

525.02.02. Keeping of certain animals.

a) Prohibited animals. No person shall keep, maintain or harbor within the city any of the following animals:

(1) Any animal or species prohibited by federal or state law.

(2) Any exotic animal or species when kept in such numbers or in such a way as to constitute a likelihood of harm to the animals themselves, to human beings or to the property of human beings or which constitutes a public or private nuisance.

(3) Any skunk, whether captured in the wild, domestically raised, descented or not descented, vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinated against rabies.

(4) Any large cat or members of the family Felidae, such as lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars and ocelots, except commonly accepted domesticated cats.

(5) Any member of the family Canidae, such as wolves, dingoes, coyotes and jackals, except domesticated dogs.

(6) Any crossbreed such as the crossbreed between dogs and coyotes and dogs and wolves.

(7) Any raccoon.

(8) Any red-eared turtle (Pseudemys scriptaelegans) with a shell length of less than four inches.

(9) Any Vietnamese potbellied pig.

b) Exceptions.  This section does not apply to the following:

(1) Animals temporarily brought into the city for the purpose of participating in any circus or show;

(2) Any public zoo or persons keeping animals for a public zoo as volunteers, docents or otherwise;

(3) Any bona fide research institution or veterinary hospital, provided protective devices adequate to prevent such animals from escaping or injuring the public are provided;

(4) Animals kept on a temporary basis of not more than 21 days for purposes of veterinary care; or

(5) Those individuals designated as foster care homes by the Humane Society. Such foster care services shall be limited to 21 days.

525.02.03. Impoundment.

Any wild animal kept in violation of this article may be impounded by the city. Unless such impounded animal is reclaimed and removed from the city or issued a permit to allow it to remain in the city or unless the owner petitions the district court for a determination that the animal is exempt from this article, the animal may be destroyed or sold seven days following notice to the owner of such animal of its impoundment and this article. Any person reclaiming any such animal shall pay the costs of impounding and boarding the animal at the time of its release.

525.03 – DOGS

525.03.01. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the city administrative authority for the purposes of impounding and caring for dogs held under authority of this article.

Dangerous Dog means any dog that has:

(1) without provocation, inflicted substantial bodily harm on a human being on public or private property;

(2) killed a domestic animal without provocation while off the owner's property; or

(3) been found to be potentially dangerous, and after the owner has notice that the dog is potentially dangerous, the dog aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic animals.
Dog means any living dog.

Officer means any person designated by the City as an enforcement officer.

Owner means any person owning, keeping or harboring dogs.

Pet shop means any person engaged in the business of feeding, buying, selling or boarding animals of any species.

Potentially Dangerous Dog means any dog that:

(1) when unprovoked, inflicts bites on a human or domestic animal on public or private property;

(2) when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person, including a person on a bicycle, upon the streets, sidewalks, or any public or private property, other than the dog owner's property, in an apparent attitude of attack; or

(3) has a known propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety of humans or domestic animals.

Restraint. A dog or cat is under restraint within the meaning of this article if it is controlled by a leash which does not extend beyond the boundaries of the private property or within a vehicle being driven or parked on the streets or within the property of its owner/keeper, in a fenced area, if within an electronic fence with signage, controlled by a chain or under owner's control and supervision.

Veterinary hospital means any establishment maintained and operated by a licensed veterinarian for the diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of animals.

525.03.02. Rules and regulations relating to permits and humane treatment.

The council shall promulgate regulations governing the issuance of permits, and such regulations shall include requirements for humane care of the owner's dogs and for compliance with all sections of this article and other applicable state and local laws. The council may amend such regulations from time to time as it deems desirable for the public health and welfare and to protect dogs from cruelty.

525.03.03. Limitation on number for each dwelling unit in residential zones.

No more than two dogs over three months of age shall be housed or be kept on any one residential site in any area of the city zoned R-1 residential district or R-2 residential district. No more than one dog of any age shall be kept in a dwelling unit in any area of the city zoned MF residential (1 or 2).

525.03.04. Enforcement.

Officers designated by the City and approved by the council shall have police powers in the enforcement of this article; and no person shall interfere with, hinder or molest any such officer in the exercise of such powers.

525.03.04. Violations.

a) Any person violating any of the sections of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished in accordance with section 1-15

b) If any person is found guilty by a court of violation of section 10-1, his permit to own, keep, harbor or have custody of dogs shall be deemed automatically revoked; and no new permit may be issued for a period of one year.

525.03.05. Required; exceptions.

No person shall, without first obtaining a permit in writing from the clerk, own, keep, harbor, or have custody of any dog over three months of age. However, this section shall not apply to the keeping of small caged birds or aquatic and amphibian animals solely as pets or for police canines of any political subdivision.

525.03.06. Fees; issuance; current rabies vaccination certificate required.

a) Upon a showing by any applicant for a permit required under this division that he is prepared to comply with the regulations promulgated by the council, a permit shall be issued following payment of the applicable fee, as follows:
(1) For each dog, the fee is as may be imposed, set, established and fixed by the city council, by resolution, from time to time.

(2) No fee or permit shall be required of any Humane Society or veterinary hospital.

b) No permit shall be granted for a dog which has not been vaccinated against rabies as provided in this section on such date, but not more than two years will have elapsed from the date of such vaccination to the time of the expiration of the permit to be issued, unless stated upon the certificate that the vaccination is effective for at least three years. Vaccination shall be performed only by a doctor qualified to practice veterinary medicine in the state in which the dog is vaccinated, and the applicant shall present an original certificate from a qualified veterinarian showing that the dog to be permitted has been given a vaccination against rabies and the date on which the vaccination was administered.

525.03.07. Term.

The permit period under this division shall commence on January 1 of the year the permit is issued and will terminate on December 31 of the year after the permit is issued.

525.03.08. Revocation.

The City may revoke any permit issued under this division if the person holding the permit refuses or fails to comply with this article, any regulations promulgated by the City pursuant to this article, or any state or local law governing cruelty to animals or the keeping of animals. Any person whose permit is revoked shall, within ten days thereafter, humanely dispose of all dogs being owned, kept or harbored by such person; and no part of the permit fee shall be refunded.

525.03.09. Tags.

Upon issuing a permit to keep any dog under this division, the clerk shall issue to the owner a metallic or durable plastic tag stamped with an identifying number and with the year of issuance and so designated that it may be conveniently fastened to a dog collar or harness. Such tag shall be fastened to the dog's collar or harness by the owner and shall be worn at all times. The clerk shall maintain a record of the identifying numbers and shall make this record available to the public.

525.03.10. Exemptions from division.

The sections of this division requiring a permit shall not apply to owners of certified seeing eye and other handicapped-aid dogs, owners and handlers of bona fide working dogs (guard dogs, search dogs, etc.) and nonresidents of the city who are keeping only domestic pets, provided that domestic pets of nonresident owners shall not be kept in the city longer than 30 days annually and the animals shall be kept under restraint.

525.03.11. Restraint.

All dogs shall be kept under restraint at all times in the city.

525.03.12. Duty of owners.

a) No owner or custodian of any dog, whether licensed or unlicensed, shall permit such dog to run at large, with the exception of within a designated off-leash dog area. It shall be the obligation of the owner or custodian of any dog in the city, whether permanently or temporarily therein, to prevent any such dog at any time on any street, public park (with the exception of a park with an off-leash dog area as designated by the City), school grounds or public place without being effectively restrained by a chain or leash not exceeding eight feet in length.

b) Any person having custody or control of any dog shall have the responsibility for cleaning up any feces of the dog and disposing of such feces in a sanitary manner. It shall furthermore be the duty of each person having the custody and control of any dog to have on such person possession of a device or equipment for picking up and removal of animal feces. This subsection shall not apply to a guide dog accompanying a blind person or to a dog when used in police or rescue activities.

c) No owner or custodian of any dog within the city shall allow the dog to remain outside and unattended for a period exceeding four consecutive hours. For the purpose of this subsection, the term "outside and unattended" shall mean that the dog is on or has free access to the exterior grounds of any premises and the owner or custodian is not physically present and in the company of the dog.

d) Owners or custodians of dogs are hereby charged to prevent their dogs from barking or making other noises which unreasonably disturb the peace and quiet of any person. The phrase "unreasonably disturb the peace and quiet" includes, but is not limited to, the creation of noises, by such dogs, audible to a peace officer or animal control officer outside the building or premises where the dogs are being kept and which noise occurs repeatedly over [a] five-minute period with a time lapse of one minute or less between repetitions over a five-minute period. Failure on the part of the owner or custodian to prevent a dog from committing such acts shall be subject to penalty provided in section 10-65

525.03.13. Female dogs in heat.

Every female dog in heat in the city shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in such manner that such female dog cannot come into contact with another dog, except for planned breeding.

525.03.14. Duty of temporary visitors to city.

It shall be unlawful for any person temporarily in the city, while staying at any private home or at any public accommodation such as a hotel or motel, to have a dog running at large or to permit his dog at any time, when out of the room or suite occupied by such person, to be upon the street or in any public or private place, unless firmly upon a leash at all times.

525.03.15. Authority; notice to known owners; reclamation by owners; humane disposal of unclaimed dogs.

Unrestrained dogs running at large in the city may be taken by the Sheriff’s Department, the animal control officer or the Humane Society and impounded in an animal shelter and there confined in a humane manner. Impounded dogs shall be kept for not less than five days, unless reclaimed by their owners. If by a permit tag or by other means the owner can be identified, the animal control officer shall immediately, upon impoundment, notify the owner by telephone or mail of the impoundment of the dog. A dog not claimed by its owner within five days shall be humanely disposed of by an agency delegated by the council to exercise that authority.

525.03.16. Fees; additional penalties.

Any owner reclaiming a dog under this article, which has been impounded for any reason, shall pay a fee as set by council resolution from time to time. The owner may also be proceeded against for violation of this article, and his permit may be revoked.

525.03.17. Return to owner of dog found at large.

Notwithstanding the sections of this division, if a dog is found at large in the city and its owner can be identified and located, such dog need not be impounded but may, instead, be taken to the owner.

525.03.18. Dangerous/potentially dangerous dogs.

The provisions of Minn. Stats. §§ 347.50—347.56, inclusive, are hereby adopted as the potentially dangerous and dangerous dog regulations for the City of Pine City. Where a conflict exists between the provisions of the City Code and the provisions of Minn. Stats. §§ 347.50—347.56, inclusive, the provisions of the Minnesota Statutes shall apply.

(1) Initial determination. The City shall be responsible for initially determining (initial determination) whether a dog is a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog. The City may retain custody of a dog which has been initially determined to be a dangerous dog pending the hearing as hereinafter provided. The initial determination shall be conclusive unless the owner appeals the initial determination as hereinafter provided.

(2) Notice of initial determination. The notice of initial determination shall be personally served on the owner of the dog or on a person of suitable age at the residence of such owner. The notice of initial determination shall describe the dog deemed to be potentially dangerous or dangerous, shall identify the officer making the initial determination and shall inform the owner of the owner's right to appeal the initial determination.

(3) Request for hearing and hearing. An owner may appeal the initial determination by filing a request for hearing with the City within five days of the owner's receipt of the notice of initial determination. A hearing shall be held within seven days after the city's receipt of the request for hearing. The City shall assign a hearing officer, who shall not be the person who made the initial determination. At the hearing, the hearing officer shall consider the reports and comments of the City, the testimony of any witnesses, witness statements and the comments of the owner of the dog. After considering all of the evidence submitted, the hearing officer shall make written findings and shall determine whether the dog is a potentially dangerous dog or a dangerous dog (final determination). The findings shall be made within five days of the date of the hearing and shall be personally served upon the owner of the dog or upon a person of suitable age at the residence of the owner.

(4) Seizure of dangerous dog. The City shall immediately seize any dangerous dog if, within 14 days after the service of the notice of final determination declaring a dog to be a dangerous dog:

a. The owner has not registered the dog in compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.
b. The owner does not secure the proper liability insurance pursuant to this ordinance.
c. The dangerous dog is not maintained in a proper enclosure.

d. The dangerous dog is outside a proper enclosure and not under the physical restraint of a responsible person.

(5)  Reclaiming a dangerous dog. A dangerous dog may be reclaimed by the owner of the dog upon payment of the impounding and boarding fees and upon presentation of proof to the City that the requirements of this Ordinance have been satisfied. A dangerous dog not reclaimed under this provision within seven days may be disposed of as provided in Minn. Stats. § 35.71, subd. 3, and the owner shall be liable to the City for costs incurred in confining and disposing of the dangerous dog.

(6)  Substantial/great bodily harm. Upon a final determination, a dangerous dog that inflicted substantial bodily harm or great bodily harm on a human being on public or private property without provocation may be destroyed in a proper and humane manner by the City.
(7)  Dangerous dog restrictions.

a. Registration required. No person may keep a dangerous dog in the City of Pine City unless the dog is registered with the City as provided in this chapter. The City shall issue a certificate of registration to the owner of the dangerous dog if the owner presents the following information:
1. Proper enclosure. A proper enclosure exists for the dangerous dog and there is a posting on the premises with a clearly visible warning sign, including a warning symbol to inform children, that there is a dangerous dog on the property.

2. Insurance.  Proof of animal liability insurance that meets or exceeds minimum requirements per Minnesota §347.51.
3. Microchip. The owner has had a microchip identification implanted in the dangerous dog, and the name of the microchip manufacturer and identification number of the microchip must be provided to the City. If the microchip is not implanted by the owner, it may be implanted by the City, with the costs borne by the dog's owner.

4. Warning symbol. The owner has posted a warning symbol to inform children that there is a dangerous dog on the property. The design of the warning symbol must have been approved by the Minnesota Commissioner of Public Safety.

5. Tag. The dangerous dog must have a standardized, easily identifiable tag identifying the dog as dangerous and containing the uniform dangerous dog symbol affixed to the dog's collar at all times per Minnesota §347.51.
 (8)  Dangerous dog regulations.

a. Annual fee. The owner of a dangerous dog shall pay an annual fee as determined by the adopted Pine City Fee Schedule, in addition to any regular dog licensing fees, to obtain a certificate of registration for a dangerous dog under this section.

b. Annual renewal. The owner of a dangerous dog must renew the registration of the dog annually until the dog is deceased and pay the annual renewal fee as determined by city council ordinance. If the dog is removed from the City of Pine City, it must be registered as a dangerous dog in its new jurisdiction.

c. Death/transfer from city. The owner of any dangerous dog must notify the City in writing of the death of the dog, of its transfer to a residence outside of the City of Pine City or of its transfer within the City of Pine City within 30 of the death or transfer.

d. Notice to landlord. The owner of a dangerous dog who rents property from another where the dog will reside must disclose to the property owner, prior to entering into the lease agreement and at the time of any lease renewal, that the person owns a dangerous dog that will reside at the property.

e. Sale. The owner of a dangerous dog must notify the purchaser that the City has identified the dog as a dangerous dog. The seller must also notify the City in writing of the sale and provide the City with the new owner's name, address, and telephone number.

f. Muzzling. If the dangerous dog is outside a proper enclosure, the dog must be muzzled and restrained by substantial chain or leash and be under the physical restraint of a reasonable person. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will prevent the dog from biting any person or animal but that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration.

g. Sterilization. The City may require a dangerous dog to be sterilized at the owner's expense. If the owner does not have the dangerous dog sterilized, the City may have the animal sterilized at the owner's expense.

(9)  Potentially dangerous dog restrictions.

a.  Registration required. No person may keep a potentially dangerous dog in the City of Pine City unless the dog is registered with the City as provided in this chapter. The City shall issue a certificate of registration to the owner of a potentially dangerous dog if the owner presents the following information:
1. Microchip. The owner has had a microchip identification implanted in the dangerous dog, and the name of the microchip manufacturer and identification number of the microchip must be provided to the City. If the microchip is not implanted by the owner, it may be implanted by the City, with the costs borne by the dog's owner.

2. Warning symbol. The owner has posted a warning symbol to inform children that there is a potentially dangerous dog on the property. The City shall approve the warning symbol and its location on the property.

The City may also require any of the following to register a potentially dangerous dog:

1.  Proper enclosure. A proper enclosure exists for the potentially dangerous dog, and there is a posting on the premises with a clearly visible warning sign, including a warning symbol, to inform children that there is a potentially dangerous dog on the property.

2.  Bond/insurance. A surety bond issued by a surety company authorized to conduct business in the State of Minnesota in a form acceptable to the City in the sum of at least $50,000.00, payable to any person injured by the potentially dangerous dog, or a policy of liability insurance issued by an insurance company authorized to conduct business in the State of Minnesota in the amount of at least $50,000.00 insuring the owner for any personal injuries inflicted by the potentially dangerous dog.

3. Photograph. The owner of the potentially dangerous dog shall make the dog available to be photographed for identification by the City at a time and place specified by the City.
(10)  Potentially dangerous dog regulations.
a.  Annual fee. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall pay an annual fee as determined by council ordinance, in addition to any regular dog licensing fees, to obtain a certificate of registration for a dangerous dog under this section.

b.  Annual renewal. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog must renew the registration of the dog annually until the dog is deceased and pay the annual renewal fee as determined by city council ordinance. If the dog is removed from the City of Pine City, it must be registered as a potentially dangerous dog in its new jurisdiction.

c.  Death/transfer from city. The owner of any potentially dangerous dog must notify the City in writing of the death of the dog, of its transfer to a residence outside of the City of Pine City or of its transfer within the City of Pine City within 30 days of the death or transfer.

d.  Notice to landlord. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog who rents property from another where the dog will reside must disclose to the property owner, prior to entering into the lease agreement and at the time of any lease renewal, that the person owns a potentially dangerous dog that will reside at the property.

e.  Sale. The owner of a potentially dangerous dog must notify the purchaser that the City has identified the dog as potentially dangerous. The seller must also notify the City in writing of the sale and provide the City with the new owner's name, address, and telephone number.
525.03.19. Construction and purpose of division.

This division is supplementary to and in addition to all other sections of this Code or other ordinances in effect relating to the ownership, care and custody of dogs within the city and is deemed necessary by the council in order to regulate and control the ownership and the keeping of dogs in and near residential areas of the city.

525.03.20. Required; limited to licensee's dogs; zoning classifications where permitted.

(a)  No person shall keep more than two dogs over three months of age anywhere within the city without first obtaining a small kennel license under this division for the keeping of such dogs for breeding, sale or show purposes.

(b)  Any licensee under this division may not board or train dogs belonging to other persons on such licensed premises.

(c)  Small kennel licenses will not be issued under this division in any part of the city, except on property zoned commercial, or A-O, R-1 or R-2.

525.03.21 Application; investigation; grant or denial of license.

(a)  Application. Any person desiring a small kennel license required under this division shall make written application to the city clerk upon a form prescribed by and containing such information as required by the city clerk. Among other things, the application shall contain the following information:

(1)  A description of the real property upon which it is desired to keep the dogs.

(2)  The species and number of dogs to be maintained on the premises.

(3)  A statement that the applicant or licensee will at all times keep the dogs in accordance with all the conditions prescribed by the City or a modification thereof and that failure to obey such conditions will constitute a violation of this chapter and grounds for cancellation of the license.

(4)  Such other and further information as may be required by the City.

(b)  Consent. The applicant for any license required under this division shall provide with the application the written consent of 75 percent of the owners or occupants of privately or publicly owned real estate within 150 feet of the outer boundaries of the premises for which the license is being requested or, in the alternative, proof that the applicant's property lines are 150 feet or more from any structure. However, where a street separates the premises for which the license is being requested from other neighboring property, no consent is required from the owners or occupants of property located on the opposite side of the street. Where a property within 150 feet consists of a multiple dwelling, the applicant need obtain only the written consent of the owner or manager or other person in charge of the building.

(c)  Investigation; issuance or denial. The City shall make such investigation as is necessary and may grant, deny or refuse to renew any application for a license under this division.

(d)  Conditions. If granted, the license shall be issued by the city clerk and shall state the conditions, if any, imposed upon the permittee for the keeping of dogs under the license. The license shall specify the restrictions, limitations, conditions and prohibitions which the City deems reasonably necessary to protect any person or neighboring use from unsanitary conditions, unreasonable noise or odors or annoyance or to protect the public health and safety. Such license may be modified from time to time or revoked by the City for failure to conform to such restrictions, limitations or prohibitions. Such modification or revocation shall be effective from and after ten days following the mailing of written notice thereof by certified mail to the person keeping or maintaining such dogs.

(e)  Outside kennel. An outside kennel must be constructed of open-faced, galvanized fabric of suitable size to maintain and secure the keeping of particular breeds of dogs and to allow for sufficient space for particular breeds of dogs to exercise freely. The surface must be constructed of material of either concrete or gravel of sufficient depth to provide for proper cleaning, drainage, maintenance and needs of all particular breeds of dogs.

(f)  Refusal to grant or renew license. The City may refuse a license to keep or maintain dogs under this division for failure to comply with this chapter, if the facilities for the keeping of the dogs are or become inadequate for their purpose, if the conditions of the license are not met, if a nuisance condition is created, or if the public health and safety would be unreasonably endangered by the granting of such license. Refusal to grant or renew a small kennel license by the City may be appealed to the city council.
525.03.22. Application and renewal fees.

The initial application fee for a small kennel license under this division shall be imposed, set, established and fixed by the city council, by resolution, from time to time. The annual renewal fee for any license issued under this division shall be imposed, set, established and fixed by the city council, by resolution, from time to time.

525.03.23. Limitation on number of dogs kept on licensed premises.

The maximum number of dogs over three months of age which may be kept under a small kennel license issued under this division shall be three.

525.04  CATS

525.04.01. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Animal shelter means any premises designated by the City for the purpose of impounding and caring for animals held under authority of this article.
Cat means any animal that is a member of the feline species.

Officer means any person designated by the city to enforce this article.

Owner means any person keeping or harboring a cat.

525.04.02. Limitations on number kept in residential areas.

No more than two cats over three months of age shall be housed or be kept on any one residential site in any area of the city zoned residential R-1 or R-2.  No more than one cat of any age shall be kept in a dwelling unit in any area of the city zoned MFR (1 or 2).

525.04.03. Violations.

Any person violating any of the sections of this article shall be deemed guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be punished in accordance with this ordinance. If any violation is continuing, each day's violation shall be deemed a separate violation. If any person is found guilty by a court of violation of this article, his permit to own, keep, harbor or have custody of a cat shall be deemed automatically revoked, and no new permit may be issued for a period of one year thereafter.

525.04.04. Restraint; duty to prevent nuisance.

(a)  Every cat in the city shall be kept under restraint at any time such cat is off the owner's premises.

(b)  It shall be the obligation and responsibility of the owner or custodian of any cat in the city, whether permanently or temporarily therein, to prevent such cat from committing any act which constitutes a nuisance as defined in subsection (c) of this section.

(c)  For the purpose of this section, a cat shall be deemed to constitute a nuisance when the cat:

(1)  Is not confined to the owner's or custodian's property by adequate fencing or leashing or if the cat is off the premises of the owner or custodian and is not under control of the owner or custodian by a leash not exceeding eight feet in length, when not confined in a motor vehicle or cage.

(2)  Commits damage to the person or property of anyone other than the owner; creates a nuisance on the property of one other than the owner, such as damaging property, plantings, or structures; deposits fecal material on property other than that of the owner; scratches or bites a person; or cries, howls or loudly mews at night to disturb people other than the owner.

(d)  Failure on the part of the owner or custodian to prevent his cat from committing an act of nuisance shall be a petty misdemeanor and shall be subject to the penalty provided for such offense.

525.04.05 Female cats in heat.

Every female cat in heat in the city shall be confined in a building or secure enclosure in such manner that such female cat cannot come into contact with another cat, except for planned breeding.

525.04.06. Authority; notice to known owners; reclamation by owners; disposal of unclaimed cats.

Cats running at large in the city may be taken by the City, or the Humane Society and impounded in an animal shelter and there confined in a humane manner. Impounded cats shall be kept for not less than five days, unless reclaimed by their owners. If by a permit, by a tag or by other means the owner can be identified, the animal control officer shall immediately, upon impoundment, notify the owner by telephone or mail of the impoundment of the cat. Cats not claimed by their owners within five days shall be humanely disposed of by an agency designated by the City.
525.04.07. Fees; additional penalties.

Any owner reclaiming an animal under this division shall pay a fee as set by council resolution from time to time. The owner may also be proceeded against for violation of this article, and his permit may be revoked.
525.05  COMMERCIAL KENNELS

525.05.01. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Kennel means any place which operates to provide for boarding, training, confining or otherwise caring for or providing service to dogs, cats or any other domestic pets. This definition includes any place where more than two female dogs, cats or other domestic pets are kept for breeding purposes.

525.05.02. License required; exceptions.

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of operating a kennel within the city, unless such person is licensed under this article. This article shall not apply to a veterinary hospital or clinic operated by a duly licensed and qualified doctor of veterinary medicine licensed under the laws of the state.

525.05.03. Application for license.

A license to operate a kennel under this article shall be obtained from the City. The application for a license shall be made to the City, and such application shall set forth the following:

(1)  The full name, date of birth and address of the applicant.

(2)  The legal description of the property on which the kennel is to be located.

(3)  The capacity of the kennel by number of animals.

(4)  The kind of services to be provided.

(5)  The qualifications and experience of the applicant for operating a kennel business.

525.05.04. License period; fees; renewal; transfer of license.

The kennel license provided for in this article shall be an annual license, and the annual license period shall be the calendar year. The fee for the first license shall be imposed, set, established and fixed by the City from time to time, payable to the city at the time the application for the license is made. The renewal fee, payable upon application therefor, for each year shall be imposed, set, established and fixed by the City from time to time, and the application for renewal shall be made prior to December 20 for the year to commence on the following January 1. The license provided for by this article shall not be transferrable.

525.05.05. Rules and regulations.

The City shall supervise all kennels licensed under this article, and the City hall promulgate rules and regulations governing the operation of any licensed kennel. These rules and regulations shall include size and design of buildings, construction materials, sanitary provisions and any other provisions deemed necessary to accomplish proper protection for the public in the administration of this article.

525.05.06. Violations.

(a)  Any person who operates a kennel business in violation of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b)  Any licensed kennel operator who fails to comply with all rules, regulations and orders of the City shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c)  Each day that any violation under subsection (a) or (b) of this section continues shall be considered a separate offense and punishable as a separate misdemeanor in accordance with this ordinance.

525.05.07. Revocation.

Whenever any licensee under this article is convicted of a misdemeanor for violation of this article, the City may thereupon revoke the kennel license of such convicted licensee.

550.06  CHICKENS
550.06.01. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Brooding means the period of chicken growth when supplemental heat must be provided, due to the bird's inability to generate enough body heat.

Chicken means a domesticated bird that serves as a source of eggs or meat.

Coop means the structure for the keeping or housing of chickens permitted by the article.
Exercise yard means a larger fenced area that provides space for exercise and foraging for the birds when supervised.

Hen means a female chicken.

Officer means any person designated by the City as an enforcement officer.

Rooster means a male chicken.

Run means a fully-enclosed and covered area attached to a coop where the chickens can roam unsupervised.
550.06.02.  Limitations.  The keeping of chickens is allowed with no limitations in the A-O District. The keeping of chickens is otherwise prohibited in the following districts:  CBD, GB, HB, MFR-1, MFR-2, MHP, MXU, PUD, TI-1, TI-2 and Cluster-Residential.  The keeping of chickens in the R-1 and R-2 districts (per each single dwelling unit) is allowed with the following limitations:

(1)
 No more than five (5) hens shall be housed or kept on any one (1) residential lot.

(2)
 Roosters are prohibited.

(3)
 Slaughtering of chickens on the property is prohibited.

(4)
 A separate coop is required to house the chickens.  Coops must be constructed and maintained to meet the following minimum standards:
a.
 Located in the rear or side yard.
b.
 Setback at least seven (7) feet from the rear or side property lines.
c.
 Interior floor space – two (2) square feet per bird.
d.
 Interior height – six (6) feet to allow access for cleaning and maintenance.
e.
 Doors – one (1) door to allow humans to access the coop and one (1) for birds (if above ground level, must also provide a stable ramp).
f.
 The roofed structure shall be fully enclosed, wind proof, have one (1) square foot of window to fifteen (15) square feet of floor space and have a heat source to maintain an adequate temperature during extreme cold conditions.
g.
 Nest boxes – one (1) box per every three (3) hens.
h.
 For rental properties, written landlord consent submitted to the City.
i.
 Roosts – one and one-half (1 ½) inch diameter or greater, located eighteen (18) inches from the wall and two (2) to three (3) inches above the floor.
j.
 Rodent proof – coop construction and materials must be adequate to prevent access by rodents and raccoons.
(5)
A run or exercise yard is required.

a.
Runs must be constructed and maintained to meet the following minimum standards:

1. Location: rear or side yard.

2. Size: Eight (8) square feet per bird, if access to a fenced exercise yard is available; sixteen (16) square feet per bird, if access to an exercise yard is not available.  If the coop is elevated two (2) feet so the hens can access the space beneath, that area may count as a portion of the minimum run footprint.

3. Height:  Six (6) feet in height to allow access for cleaning and maintenance.

4. Gate:  One gate to allow human access to the run.

5. Cover:  Adequate to keep hens in and predators out.

6. Substrate:  Composed of material that can be easily raked or regularly replaced to reduce odor and flies.

b.
 Exercise yards must be fenced and are required if the run does not provide at least sixteen (16) square feet per bird.  They shall be setback 10 feet from rear and side property lines.
(6)
 Chickens must not be housed in a residential house or an attached or detached garage, except for brooding purposes only.

(7)
 All premises on which hens are kept or maintained shall be kept clean from filth, garbage, and any substances which attract rodents.  The coop and its surroundings must be cleaned frequently enough to control odor.  Manure shall not be allowed to accumulate in a way that causes an unsanitary condition or causes odors detectible from another property.  Failure to comply with these conditions may result in the City removing chickens from the premises.

(8)
 All grain and food stored for the use of the hens on a premise with a chicken permit shall be kept in a rodent proof container.

(9)
 Hens shall not be kept in such a manner as to constitute a nuisance to the occupants of adjacent property.

550.06.03. Fees and Penalties.

Application shall be made to the City along with a fee according to the adopted Pine City Fee Schedule.  Letters of support shall be included with the application from adjacent property owners.  Upon receipt of the application and fee, a permit shall be issued.  Violations of this ordinance make the permit subject to revocation.  Additionally, any owner reclaiming a chicken under this article, which has been impounded for any reason, shall pay the costs of impounding and boarding the bird at the time of its release.  The owner may also be proceeded against for violation of this article, and his or her permit may be revoked.
560.00 KEEPING OF BEES

560.01. Definitions. The following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed in this section unless the context of their usage indicates another usage. 

Apiary means the assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location. 

Beekeeper means a person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees. 

Beekeeping equipment means anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors. 

Colony means an aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey. 

Hive means the receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose. 

Honey bee means all life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera (African subspecies and Africanized hybrids are not allowed). 

Lot means a contiguous parcel of land under common ownership. 

560.02. Purpose of ordinance. The purpose of this ordinance is to establish certain requirements for beekeeping within the City, to avoid issues that might otherwise be associated with beekeeping in populated areas. 

(1) Compliance with this ordinance shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given colony constitutes a nuisance, but such compliance may be offered as evidence of the beekeeper's efforts to abate any proven nuisance. 
(2) Compliance with this ordinance shall not be a defense to a proceeding alleging that a given colony violates applicable ordinances regarding public health, but such compliance may be offered as evidence of the beekeeper's compliance with acceptable standards of practice among hobby beekeepers in the State of Minnesota. 

560.03. Standards of Practice. 

(1) Honey bee colonies shall be kept in hives with removable frames, which must be kept in sound and usable conditions. 
(2) Each beekeeper must ensure that a convenient source of water is available within 10 feet of each colony at all times that the colonies remain active outside the hive. 

(3) Each beekeeper must ensure that no wax comb or other material that might encourage robbing by other bees are left upon the grounds of the apiary lot. Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in sealed containers, or placed within a building or other vermin-proof container. 

(4) Each beekeeper shall maintain his beekeeping equipment in good condition, including keeping the hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy by swarms. Honey bee colonies may only be kept on single-family residential property zoned A-0, R-1 and R-2.  In all other districts beekeeping is prohibited.

(5) Each beekeeper is allowed to make in person sales of honey from the beekeeper's residence as long as the requirements of the Municipal Development Ordinance regarding Home Occupations is met, Section 10.500.0200. 
560.04. Colony density. 

1) No person is permitted to keep more than the following numbers of colonies on any lot within the City, based upon the size of the apiary lot: 

a. One half acre lot or smaller: 2 colonies; 
b. Lot larger than half acre but smaller than 3/ 4 acre: 4colonies;
c. Lot larger than 3/ 4 acre lot but smaller than 1 acre: 6 colonies; 

d. One acre lot but smaller than five acres: 8 colonies; 

e. Larger than five acres: no restriction. 

2) In each instance where a colony is kept less than 25 feet from a property line of the lot upon which the apiary is located, the beekeeper shall establish and maintain a flyway barrier at least six feet in height. 

560.05. Permit required. 

1) No beekeeping may occur on any property in the City unless the City issues a permit to the beekeeper on that specific property. The permit will be valid for two growing seasons. 
2) A beekeeping permit will only be issued if: 
a) the permit application documents the satisfaction of all applicable items found in this ordinance;

b) notices have been mailed to all homes within 150 feet of the applicant's property lines. 

i. If there are objections received within ten days of mailing the notices, then the permit application must be considered by the City Council. 
ii. If there are no objections received within ten days of mailing the notices, then the permit application will be processed by City staff. It will not be referred to the City Council for consideration. 

3) Permits are non - transferable and do not run with the land. 

4) A permit constitutes a limited license granted to the beekeeper by the City and in no way creates a vested zoning right. 
5) By signing the permit, the beekeeper acknowledges that he or she shall defend and indemnify the City against any and all claims arising out of keeping the bees on the premises. 

6) The fee for the initial permit shall be as established by the City.  For each subsequent permit there shall be no fee for the permit, unless there are substantial changes to the apiary or there is a new beekeeper. All standards of practice and colony density standards must be met in order to issue a permit. 
7) If the standards of practice are not maintained subsequent to issuance of a beekeeping permit, the permit may be revoked by the City.  
8) Beekeeping training is required for the beekeeper prior to issuance of an initial beekeeping permit by the City. Either provide a certificate of completion from an educational institution offering a beekeeping course; or request consideration for substituting equivalent experience for the beekeeping course; or provide a letter from a current beekeeping instructor at an educational institution offering beekeeping courses that states that the permit applicant has gained through other means a substantially similar knowledge base to one that could be gained through appropriate beekeeping courses. 
9) Any beekeeper wishing to make in person sales of honey from their home according to the Home Occupations section must so indicate on the annual permit. 

560.06. Penalty for violation of section. Any person who shall violate the provisions ofthis section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
